Scottsboro Trials


  On March 25, 1931, a freight train was stopped in Paint Rock, a small town in Alabama. Nine young African American men who had been riding the rails from Tennessee to Alabama were arrested. Two white women, one underage, accused the men of raping them while on the train. 

Within a month, the men were found guilty and sentenced to death. A series of sensational trials followed based on the testimony of the older woman, a known prostitute. The prostitute was attempting to avoid prosecution under the Mann Act, which prohibited taking a minor across state lines for immoral purposes, like prostitution. 

Although none of the men were executed, a number of them remained on death row for many years. The last defendant was released in 1950. 

Literary Parallels – an event or situation in a novel that has a comparable event or situation in another piece of literature or actual history.

Identify the parallel events in the novel for the following items:
1. Setting: social conditions, time, physical and non-physical environment.

2. Similarities of the charges, plaintiffs (accusers), and defendants.

3. Immediate reaction of town. Mob mentality.

4. How the financial and racial status of the accusers became critical to the trials.

5. Central Legal figures that went against public sentiment and tradition.

6. Similarity in jury selection.

7. Jury’s disregard for relevant evidence in their decision.

8. How did southern attitudes complicate the trial?

9. Punishments for crime.
10. How female plaintiffs became empowered by Southern Belle stereotypes.

The Scottsboro Trials




Tom Robinson’s Trial
Consider why Harper Lee picked the events she did to parallel. Be prepared to discuss and defend your theories.
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