To Kill A Mockingbird   Study Guide 

Name ______________________________ period __________

 Chapters 1-2

1. Describe the main characters. Include gender, age, and physical appearances for the following: Scout, Jem, Atticus, Calpurnia, and Dill.

2. How did Jem and Scout meet Dill?

3. What did the children know about the Radley family history?

4. Why did Jem decide to touch the Radley’s door?

5. Why did Scout get into trouble with her teacher on the first day of school?

6. How had Scout learned to read?

7. Describe the setting of the novel. (when and where it takes place)

Chapter 3

1. What was Scout doing to Walter Cunningham at lunch?

2. Why do you think Jem stopped her?

3. Why was Calpurnia so angry at Scout during lunch?

4. What was Scout’s response to Calpurnia’s scolding?

5. What event livened up the second half of Scout’s school day?

6. What was the boy’s name?  What connection do the Ewell’s have with Jem’s broken arm? (Refer to page one of chapter one.)

7. What is unusual about the Ewell’s educational habits?  How many years has Burris been in the first grade?

8. What is Atticus’ description of the Ewell’s place in society?

9. What concession or agreement did Atticus and Scout come to?

Chapter 4

10. Was Scout particularly impressed with her school experience?

11. What was the first gift left in the tree for Scout?

12. What does Scout say happens to Calpurnia and her relationship during the course of the first school year?

13. What do Jem and Scout find in the tree?

14. Who do you think it came from?

15. Why would they want to leave this gift for Jem and Scout?

16. How had Dill changed over the school year?

17. What game did the children decide to play on Dill’s first day back?  What happened as a result of the game?

18. What was the subject matter of the new skit the children were performing in the front yard?

19. What made Scout so uncomfortable about the skit?  (It was connected with the tire incident.)

Chapter 5

20. What confession did Dill make to Scout?

21. When his affections were waning what was Scout’s response?

22. Who did Scout hang around with when Jem and Dill excluded her from their plans?

23. What was Miss Maudie’s passion?

24. What was the new plan Jem and Dill concocted?

25. What did Atticus say when he caught them?

Chapter 6

26. What did the children observe Mr. Avery do? (Read carefully)

27. What was the new plan Jem and Dill created on Dill’s last night?

28. Why was it so hard to get through the yard?

29. When Dill couldn’t see anything what did Jem do?

30. What happened when Jem was on the back porch?

31. What did the children hear upon their escape?

32. What happened to Jem during the escape?

33. What was Dill’s explanation for their “where-abouts”?

34. What does Jem decide to do?

Chapter 7
35. What did Jem forget to tell Scout?

36. Jem says “Like somebody was readin’ my mind... like somebody could tell what I was gonna do.  Can’t anybody tell what I’m gonna do lest they know me, can they Scout?” What realization does this cause in Jem?

37. What was the latest series of gifts left in the tree?

38. What happened to the knot-hole in the tree?

Chapter 8

39. What superstition did Jem and Scout believe contributed to the change in seasons-- that they felt reasonably responsible for?

40. What did the children create?

41. Why did Atticus wake the children in the middle of the night?

42. What happened to Scout at some point during the fire?

43. What does Jem confess?
Chapter 9

1. Who made Scout forget she wasn’t allowed to fight?

2. Why was the person harassing Scout?

3. Who is Atticus defending?

4. Why does Atticus say he is defending him?

5. Why does Atticus say they will lose the case?

6. Atticus compares his case with the Civil War but points out one difference, what is it?

7. Where did they go every Christmas?

8. What habit did Scout pick up and why?

9. Who did Scout dread at Christmas?

10. Why did Uncle Jack punish Scout?

11. What did Scout say Uncle Jack didn’t understand about children?

12. Atticus says, “I hope and pray I can get Jem and Scout through it without bitterness, and most of all, without catching Maycomb’s usual disease.” What is he referring to? (Read passage before and after if need be)

Chapter 10

1. What did the children list as their source of embarrassment?

2. Why does Atticus tell Jem not to kill any Mockingbirds?

3. What did Scout and Jem notice walking down the street?

4. What secret did the children discover about Atticus?

5. Why didn’t Atticus use this talent?

6. Why does Jem want to help keep Atticus’ secret?

Chapter 11

1. Whose house did the Children try to avoid and why?

2. What made Jem snap and what did he do?

3. What was Jem’s punishment?

4. What pattern emerged as Jem fulfilled his daily punishments?

5. How does Atticus explain to Scout what the term people keep calling him means? Is it a fair definition?

6. What happens to Mrs. Dubose?

7. What did she give Jem and why?

8. How does Mrs. Dubose courage and what Atticus said about the trial he is about to undertake relate to one another?

Chapter 12

1. What was different about Jem?

2. What disappointment did Scout receive by mail?

3. Where does Calpurnia take Jem and Scout?

4. What was different about First Purchase?

5. How did the Black community feel toward the Finches?

6. What is Calpurnia’s explanation about her changing speech patterns?

7. What was Tom Robinson accused of?  How does this make him beat before they ever go to trial?

Chapter 13

1. Who had come for an extended visit?

2. How does Jem contradict Aunt Alexandra’s theory of “fine folks”?

3. At the end of chapter 13 Scout says, “I now know what he was trying to do, but Atticus was only a man.  It takes a woman to do that kind of work.” What did she realize as an adult that she did not as a child? 

Chapter 14

1. What did Scout and Jem have to face in town as well as in school?

2. What was Scout and Aunt Alexandra’s disagreement over?

3. Why did Jem and Scout begin to “brawl”?

4. What is under the bed?

5. What childhood code did Jem break?

6. Explain in your own words why Dill ran away.

Chapter 15  

1. Why did Heck Tate come for a visit?

2. Why does Atticus tell Link Deas that he needs to defend Tom Robinson?

3. What did Jem believe was going on?

4.  “… in favor of southern womanhood as much as anybody, but not for preserving polite fiction at the expense of human life.”  What does ”polite fiction” mean and what does it indicate about Auntie’s position in the case?

5. Where was Tom Robinson moved?

6. What did Mr. Cunningham Sr. and the Old Sarum bunch want?

7. Where did the children find Atticus?

8. How did Scout help them come to their senses?

Chapter 16

1. What differences start to become more apparent about Atticus and Aunt Alexandra?

2. How does Atticus describe mob mentality to Scout and Jem?

3. What order does Atticus give the children regarding their behavior after the trial?  (Other than not going downtown)

4. Why were so many people heading to town today?

5. What was unusual about Dolphus Raymond?

6. Why does Jem feel bad for Dolphus’s children?

7. What conversation does Scout overhear that sheds light on the whole situation for her?

8. Where do they sit in the courthouse?

Chapters 17-18

1. How did Atticus establish the fact that Mr. Ewell was left handed?

2. Why would this fact be important?

3. What was Mr. Ewell’s attitude while he was testifying?

4. Of what does Mayella accuse Tom?

5. Recount her version of the events in question?

6. What is her attitude toward everyone in the courtroom?

7. Atticus called the girl “Miss Mayella”. Why didn’t she like it?

Chapters 19-21

1. What was wrong with Tom’s left arm?

2. What was Tom’s version of what happened with Mayella?

3. Why did Mr. Dolphus Raymond always pretend to be drunk?

4.  Before the verdict, Reverend Sykes told Jem not to be confident his father would win. Why didn’t the Reverend expect Atticus to win?

5. Why was Dill crying?

6. What was the verdict?

7. How did Jem react?

Chapters 22-24
1. After the trial why did Miss Maudie bake a large cake and only two small ones?

2. How did Bob Ewell threaten Atticus? Why?

3. How did Tom get shot?

4. Would Tom have reacted differently if Atticus had promised to get Tom off?  Why didn’t Atticus do so?

5. What evidence was there that Scout was beginning to change her opinion about Aunt Alexandra?

6. Do you think Atticus believed in the jury system?

7. What is his answer when Jem asks “why don’t people like us and Miss Maudie ever sit on juries?”

8. What is hypocritical about the ladies’ attitude toward the natives?

9. At the tea, what was it that Aunty was silently thanking Miss Maudie for?

Chapters 25-28
1. What is Scout about to do which upsets Jem? 

2. What was Dill and Jem doing that allowed them to go to Tom's house with Atticus? 

3. What was Helen Robinson's reaction at seeing Atticus? 

4. How long was Maycomb interested in Tom's story? 

5. To what does Mr. Underwood compare Tom's death? 

6. What comment does Mr. Ewell make, which is reported by Miss Stephanie? 

7. What is Scout's fantasy about Boo? 

8. How does Miss Gates react to the Grit Paper? 

9. What does Cecil Jacobs bring up that prompts Miss Gates to discuss "democracy"? 

10. What is ironic about the discussion concerning Hitler’s persecution of the Jews?

11. What had Miss Gates said leaving the courthouse which confused Scout? 

12. How does Jem react to it all? 

13. What is Scout's fantasy about Boo? 

14. How does Miss Gates react to the Grit Paper? 

15. What happened to Mr. Ewell that October?

16. What happened to Judge Taylor?

17. What happened on Halloween night to Misses. Tutti and Frutti?

18. Who jumps out and scares Jem and Scout?

19. How does Scout “ruin” the pageant?

20. Who saves Scout from being badly injured during the attack? Who was the attacker?

Chapter 29

1. What comment does Heck make regarding Scout and her costume remains?

2. Who does Scout realize saved them and was sitting in the corner?

Chapter 30
1. What did Scout do when it was time to go out on the porch?

2. Who does Atticus believe killed Bob Ewell?

3.  Why doesn’t Atticus want Heck to cover up the murder?

4.  What does Mr. Tate say happened?

5. Whose switchblade does Heck have?

6. What does Heck mean when he said” There’s a black boy dead for no good reason, and the man responsible for it’s dead.  Let the dead bury the dead this time…?”

7. Who does Heck name as Bob’s murderer without ever stating his name and why does he want it hushed up?

8.  How does Scout show her understanding for the need of a cover up?

9.  What does Atticus thank Boo for?

Chapter 31

1. What did Boo want to do before leaving?

2. What does Scout realize about how Boo her and Jem as she stood on the porch and looked down the street?

3. What does Boo ask Scout to do for him?

4. How does the character in the book Scout recites for Atticus relate to their lives?

5.  How did the story come full circle from the beginning? (look at the first paragraphs of the book.)
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