The Thesis Statement Formula

The Thesis Statement is a simple formula:

Topic + Your Opinion + body 1 topic + body 2 topic + body 3 topic = THESIS STATEMENT
· Sample simple question: (Persuasive)
Why are dogs better than cats?

1. State your topic then opinion
· Dogs are better than cats. 

2. Add three subpoints

· Because they go for walks

-

body paragraph 1

· Because they play fetch

-

body paragraph 2


· Because they love their owners
-

body paragraph 3

3. Put into one sentence – this is your thesis statement.
· Dogs are better than cats because they go f or walks, they play fetch, and they love their owners.

4. Your essay will have an introduction with your thesis plus three body paragraphs – one for each of your subpoints.

· Second sample question: (Informative)

Who played a significant role in making Oprah Winfrey the successful television talk show host that she is today?


1. Turn the question into a declarative sentence

· Many people played a role in making Oprah Winfrey the successful television talk show host that she is today. 

2. Add three subpoints

· Such as her grandmother 

-

body paragraph 1

· Such as her father


-

body paragraph 2


· Such as poet Maya Angelou
-

body paragraph 3

3. Put into one sentence – this is your thesis statement.
· Many people played a significant role in making Oprah Winfrey the successful television talk show host that she is today such as her grandmother, her father, and poet Maya Angelou. 

· Your turn:

Question: What is your favorite subject in school?
1. Topic: _______________________________________________________________________
2. Opinion: ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. Three subpoints: 

· because___________________________________
- body paragraph 1

· because___________________________________
- body paragraph 2

· because___________________________________
- body paragraph 3

4. Form into one sentence (thesis statement):

 ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Use the following page to write your thesis statement for your research paper. Please detach and turn in for credit.

Name________________________________________________    Period___________

Your  Paper Thesis Statement
1. Topic:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. Opinion: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
3.  Three subpoints: 

· because___________________________________
- body paragraph 1

    ___________________________________

· because___________________________________
- body paragraph 2

                      ___________________________________

· because___________________________________
- body paragraph 3

    ___________________________________

4.  Thesis Statement (one sentence):

 ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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